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Acts 1:1-11 English Standard Version (ESV) 

The Promise of the Holy Spirit 

1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach,2 until the day 
when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he 
had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to 
them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

4 And while staying[a] with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 
promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will 
be baptized with[b] the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

The Ascension 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his 
own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when 
he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 
robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 
 
Takeaway: The first step in being an obedient church is following our leader – Jesus (The HEAD of 
The Church) 



 
Introduction: 
 
Today we begin a series in Acts. This is the 5th book in the N.T. and it follows the gospels. We learn 
all about the person and ministry of Jesus in the gospels and thank God for Him and His Disciples.   
 
We thank God for the book of Acts because it is here we first are introduced to the Holy Spirit as the 
One who would come to live inside of us. Remember, Jesus came to bear witness of the Father and 
the Holy Spirit came to bear witness of the Son - Jesus 
 
Jesus told the disciples, right before He ascended, that He would not leave them alone, but that He 
would send the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit would convict, comfort and lead them into truth. This is 
a word for all disciples (followers of Jesus).   
So, as disciples of Christ and the church, we must ask the question: 
 

Where is God leading us? 
Take a moment to ponder on this question and  

Where is HE leading you? 
 

As individual believers, and as the church, we are designed and called to move. The book of Acts 
records approximately 30 years of the movement of the early church beginning with the Lord's 
ascension, A.D. 33, and extending to Paul's 2 year house arrest that ended around A.D. 62. 
 
What would a record of the spiritual movement in your life and my life look like? Would it be short, 
boring, exciting, etc.? (Take a moment to answer these above 2 questions) 
 
In Acts we see the Church in discovering the following: 
 
➢ How it moves, grows, and how the Holy Spirit works.  
➢ How the church is established. 
➢ How the church is a movement.  

 
Acts is the only book that records the historical transition from Judaism to Christianity. 
 
A SIMPLE ILLUSTRATION: 
 
If you have ever canoed, or rafted down a river; have you ever noticed how a river is constantly 
moving with a current in the middle. You will find pockets of calm water to left and right and a place 
to pull off and rest, but if you stay too long you will become stagnated. (Sometimes great fishing and 
great moments, but eventually becomes dull and dry. The Holy Spirit is the current who wants to 
move you to your destination and toward better (harder things) for His glory. (Will you move with the 
current or stay in a stagnated place)? Move! 
The Text: 
 
Vs. 1-3 
 
In the first book, O Theophilus, (Theophilus-means lover of God) I have dealt with all that Jesus 
began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his 
suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of 
God 
 



First Action - What is the main reason Luke is writing this book in addition to the 1st part 
(Luke) to Theophilus, as well as all others who would read it?  
 
Answer: So that we would: 
 
First, Do what Jesus did. 
 
Theme of Luke: 
"For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). 
 
Second, Teach what Jesus taught. 
 
“Salvation is available to all who will deny self, take up cross and follow Jesus”, 
(Luke 9:23) 
 
Third, Lead others to Jesus. 
 

• Zaccheus was led by Jesus 
• Immoral woman washing Jesus feet with perfume was led by Jesus 
• Conversation of the thief at crucifixion was led by Jesus 

 
(Took his last breath doing what He came to do: “Seek and Save that which was lost.”) (Today you 
will be with me in paradise). 
 
The book of Luke and Acts, combined, shows us that the gospel is all inclusive. The book of Luke 
focuses on the vertical universalization of the gospel, (Up and down the social scale) while Acts 
focuses on horizontal universalization. (From Jerusalem to the uttermost parts of the world). 
 
In other words: 
Luke’s gospel shows us the Lord's deep and abiding care for people, regardless of what they have 
done or their status in society. 
 
Acts says take the gospel to everybody! 
 
In order to do what Jesus did leads us to the second action. 
 
Second Action - We must seek what Jesus sought. 
 
3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty 
days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
I'm alive, here's all the proof now get ready to be empowered to do the work of the kingdom. (Mt. 
6:33) 
 
The beauty, blessing and uniqueness of the book of Acts is: 
 

1. It's the only biblical book that gives us the history of the church immediately after Jesus’s 
ascension.  

2. It reveals to us how the church was able to grow and spread out from Jerusalem into the rest 
of the Roman Empire. Within three decades, a small group of frightened believers in 
Jerusalem transformed into an empire-wide movement of people who had committed their 
lives to Jesus Christ, and ends on a high note with Paul on the verge of taking the gospel to 
the highest government official in the land—the Emperor of Rome. 



 
In order to continue the work of Jesus we have our  
 
Third Action - We must receive who Jesus sends 
 
4 And while staying[a] with them he (ordered) them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 
promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you 
will be baptized with[b] the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 

1. The promise was the Holy Spirit and He would take up residence in man. 
2.  Empower believers and Unify people from every tongue, tribe, nation and social class. Up 

until this point nothing had ever been experienced like it! Thank God for the Holy Spirit! 
 
Fourth Action -  Focus on fulfilling and not fulfillment 
 
V6-So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom 
to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by 
his own authority. 
 
Every believer is to do What?   
 
Fifth Action - Be a part of Jesus's plan 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 
So what should you and I do everyday for the rest of the days of our life? 
 
Sixth Action - Look forward to Jesus's return and take as many as possible with you.  
 
9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by 
them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, 
who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 
Pastor Toby will continue through the Book of Acts each Sunday Morning at 10:30 am, until he has 
completed the study.  Come join us each week. 
 
 
Any questions, or comments, you may contact us at: 
 

 
 

First Baptist Pigeon 
3290 Parkway 

Pigeon Forge, Tennessee 37863 
865-453-4647 
info@fbcpf.org 

 
 
 
 


